
Boyertown Area School District 
Curriculum Committee 

April 17, 2018 
Minutes 

 
Mrs. Dennin called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm in the Education Center Board Room.  
 
Board members in attendance:  Mrs. Dennin, Mr. Elsier, Mrs. Usavage, Mr. Boyer,  
Mr. Breece, Mr. Foose 
 
Administration in attendance:   Dr. Woodard, Mr. Krem 
 
BASD Staff in Attendance:  0 
 
Members of the Public: 1 
 
Presentation and Discussion 
Mrs. Dennin requested motion to approve board minutes on the April 3, 2018 Curriculum 
Committee Meeting, motion approved.  Mrs. Dennin shared there are two topics to be discussed 
at tonight’s meeting, the data summary overview from 2016-17 and an ESS update which is the 
new federal legislation that replaces No Child Left Behind.   
 
2016-2017 Data Summary Overview 
Dr. Woodard stated she would be presenting on the 2016-2017 data summary.  At a meeting 
back in October we did a brief overview of the PSSA and Keystone data, this presentation 
incorporates not only achievement and growth data as well as, extracurricular data, student 
demographics, concurrent enrollment, advanced placement, etc. When taking a look at data, we 
should always think of some questions as reviewing the data, really identifying some of the 
trends that pop out and what are some of the factors that caused us to get the results that we've 
gotten or are there remedies or ways that we could possibly improve what they are. As a district 
we also need to look at the priority areas and how we move into next year with a different type of 
are reporting system the state will using to share this data. When you look at these key priority 
areas this piece really hones in on the learning growth and empowerment for every student's 
success, the teaching and the learning that goes on here, making sure that we're providing all of 
our students with opportunities to succeed K through 12 and preparing them for what lies ahead 
in their career paths, making sure that we're doing a better job of meeting the students individual 
needs through personalized learning. 
 
Dr. Woodard shared the enrollment data over the past nine years has been up and down. Using a 
cohort group of students we know that we tend to see an increase in enrollment between 
kindergarten and first grade.  There are families who choose to utilize that private kindergarten 
or kindergarten that abuts a daycare situation and to create full day since we only offer half-day. 
We tend to see the most growth between the kindergarten and first grade year and that's pretty 
consistent across each of these years but for the most part you know give or take a few on either 
way we have relatively consistent cohort enrollments so our transiency isn't very high which is a 
nice thing to be able to share. Looking at the percent of enrollments from low income families 
the trend line is going up of low income students based on free and reduced lunch.  Looking at 
the past seven years we have seen a ten percent increase in our low-income families with twenty-



four percent of our students qualifying for free and reduced lunch again. Those are folks who've 
completed the forms, as well have gone through the processes so there could be some other 
families out there who aren't a part of this percentage.  We have to go along with the actual 
documentation that we have here so while we have a trend going down in enrollment we have a 
trend going upwards in the low-income portion.  Dr. Woodard shared looking at the special 
education summary there is one thing that I wanted to look at that looks a little bit different than 
what you had in your board materials, on the slide I added the IEP student percentages. The slide 
shows a decrease in special education identification over the course of you know the eleven, 
twelve, thirteen school year but then you have upward increase in identification of students with 
learning disabilities of some sort ending in with a twenty point seven percent.  With this increase 
we need to incorporate more services, spend some more funds and make sure that our students 
who have identified are getting there required attention they need.  Looking at the numbers of 
students we had 1205 students in the school year 2010-11 identified with an IEP and in 2016-17 
we had 1431 students so that's an increase of 226 students who are identified over a span of from 
2010-11 to 2016-17.   
 
Dr. Woodard shared look at graduation rate this is something to celebrate.  I only included data 
from 2013-14 to 2016-17 because the state changed the way they identify the graduation rate 
with using the four-year cohort graduation rate so that means the students who entered 9th grade 
together ,what percentage of them will graduate together as 12th graders. Some question whether 
that is really fair because we are allowed to keep students here and continue to educate students 
who have certain disabilities beyond their senior year but it’s a good thing we are able to 
continue to provide education for them even though it may not be favorable to us in the data.  
The good news is the future ready PA index that will be introduced next year really takes into 
account an average of a four year, five year cohort graduation rate so again they're changing 
what the criteria will look like.  Looking at this year’s data there is a slight dip between 13-14 
and 14-15 and we've been steadily on the rise since then so we're really pleased. Something to 
celebrate here is that we've got 94.6% of our students graduating. 
 
Dr. Woodard stated if we take a look at last year's BASH graduates 69.5% we're planning to 
attend a college or university, which could be a 2 year or 4 year school, private, public or 
community college.  Years ago when we would extract this data it would be broken down, but 
now it has been lumped all together.  2.7% of our students plan to attend a trade or technical 
school and 1.6% plan to enter into the military which was a little bit lower in both these 
categories then it has been in the past.  About 15.7 % of our students are moving directly into the 
workforce and 9.6% are seeking employment. There are .7% students which are classified under 
other or unknown that could be students who are life skills or foreign exchange students or those 
those students that are difficult to place into any of those categories.  When I take a look at how 
this compares to years prior I noted that our 2016 graduates had 68% going to a college or 
university but we had 4.6 percent of them attending a trade or technical school, now you've heard 
me harp about the need for us to help our students become skilled and/or armed with a trade. 
Some of those 15.7% who are going directly into the workforce had been graduates of our BCTC 
program.  We need to do a better job of catching those kids who may not have gone the BCTC 
track and are still seeking employment but unfortunately don't possess a real skill.  Almost 10% 
of our students are seeking employment and we need to try to lower that so they leave knowing 
where they're going along with having a placement ready to go in a workforce environment or 
kind of pursuing additional skills in a trade school.  It was really eye-opening to see the increase 
of students who plan to attend a trade or technical school. 



Moving into discussion of the School Performance Profile, Dr. Woodard shared this tool is 
designed to be able to provide a building level academic score for teachers as part of their 
educator evaluation system.  This is part of Act 82 so it is required we utilize the SPP as part of 
the pie in which teachers are evaluated but in addition to that it also helps to inform the public 
about how the individual school is performing.  In addition it also helps to inform the public 
about how the individual school is performing and provides parents and taxpayers different 
performance measures so there can be some sort of comparisons whether you have multiple 
buildings within a district or you want to take a look at neighboring districts on how your 
particular building or buildings perform.  Dr. Woodard stated we can also use the SPP here in the 
school district to help us identify certain need areas, set goals and identify target areas for 
improvement regarding student achievement.  It helps us to communicate performance to 
stakeholders and provides comparison of performance to other schools so they can take a look at 
what's working well here and how can we emulate that somewhere else.  When we look at 
neighboring schools and districts and we see good scores in different areas it will be a 
conversation starter, what are you doing,  how did you get that,  but we also have to make sure to 
share with you that there are many pieces of data and different indicators that go into the School 
Performance Profile.  It is a multiple measures piece which is important however many of the 
measures still connect to the standardized test here in Pennsylvania whether it be PSSA’s at the 
elementary and middle levels or Keystone exams for algebra, biology and literature at the high 
school level.  The growth is based upon the scores on the assessments so it's still heavily driven 
by assessments.   
 
Dr. Woodard explained the SPP is based on a hundred point scale, the indicators of academic 
achievement are worth 40% of that hundred point scale which are your PSSA your Keystone 
exams.  Indicators of closing the achievement gap, this is divided into two segments for a total of 
10%, 5% is based on all students and the other 5% is dictated to historically underperforming 
students and those are made up of the economically disadvantaged population, the IEP 
population, students with disabilities as well as our English language learners.  Another 40% of 
the hundred point scale is determined by the indicators of academic growth and that's 
affectionately called PVAAS which looks at that value-added piece, what's the smooth impact on 
the academic progress of groups of students from year to year.  It targets certain grade levels 
because you need the scores on the standardized tests to calculate the PVAAS scores so in so in 
other words teachers who teach kindergarten, first, second and even third grades aren't given a 
PVAAS score but teachers who teach fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth earn a PVAAS 
Score. If you teach a content course at the high school level that is triggered by a keystone exam 
you can earn a PVAAS rating, this may not be every teacher in the building.  The 40% is really 
not your entire school population it's based on a subgroup of folks.  The last 10% includes other 
academic indicators which takes a look at graduation rate, which ours grew so that's a good 
thing.  It also looks at the attendance rate which we typically very acceptable high attendance 
rates, the AP or college credit participation so participation in AP courses as well as concurrent 
enrollment courses and the PSAT participation which is really important that we provide 
opportunities for all of our students in tenth grade to have the opportunity to take the 
PSAT.  Finally there's a little bit of extra credit opportunity and available in the SPP and that's 
where in the achievement piece, percent- proficient or advanced can get extra credit for certain 
amount of percent-advanced, so depending on how many students score in the advanced category 
and how many students do you have scoring in the advanced of the NOC t-that industry 
certification at the BCTC and how many students do you have who scored at least a three or 



higher on the AP exams. This may be the last official year reporting on the SPP as the state is 
developing something new.   
 
When looking at the Boyertown Senior High School SPP score of 84.2%, we ranked 3rd out of 18 
schools in Berks County and 13th out of 22 schools in Montgomery County.  Dr. Woodard shared 
a chart of the SPP scores for each of our ten buildings.  We saw tremendous growth at 
Washington Elementary from 2016 to 2017 and we saw excellent gains at Gilbertsville 
Elementary which is the only building that scored in the 90s and they are the highest performing 
SPP School in Berks County and ranked very high in Montgomery County.  We’ve gotten high 
performers to continue to grow which is a double positive and over at Colebrookedale, which in 
prior years was kind of on its own island and was considerably less than their elementary school 
counterparts here in the district, but we're pleased to say they moved up to 74.8% and that was a 
result of really laser-focused work by our team at Colebrookedale.  This growth allowed the SPP 
to show some really productive gains so in some cases you know we're really we're really 
pleased about the growth that Colebrookdale and the achievement at New Hanover were really 
pleased about.  We want to work on the growth at the middle schools, which dropped a little bit 
in SPP numbers, 64.6 at East and 69.7 at West.  We have really good growth at one and we have 
really good achievement at the other, we need to figure out how to get both good growth and 
achievement at each building.   
 
Dr. Woodard shared the hyperlink to the School Performance Profile data which allows you to 
click on the academic performance tab and access all the information very easily.  When looking 
at the high school’s SPP score of 84.2 you can really see the breakdown of what makes up this 
score. In the big legend on the website you will see if you had greater than a hundred that's a star, 
90-100 shows a dark blue triangle, 80-90 shows a light blue triangle and 70-80 would show a 
green square which means adequate or proficient.  We start to get worried when we see yellow 
triangles pointing down which means the school is in the 60-70 range for SPP and if we see a red 
triangle, below 60, this would be some need for improvement.  The legend corresponds to the 
overall SPP number but it also corresponds to each indicator that you see here on the report card.  
The main bubble areas are academic achievement, closing the achievement gap for all students, 
the historically underperforming students, the growth and the other academics, so those are the 
main component areas. Looking at mathematics for the high school the percent-proficient or 
advanced on PSSA in this case it's keystone they had 85.87% of their students proficient on the 
algebra keystone therefore they have a light blue triangle pointing up, on science and biology 
they had 78.69% which is a green square.  These numbers could vary a little bit depending upon 
where you look at them because they're using the 11th grade cohort because at the high school 
level you report the proficiency for the 11th graders, so the students who took the algebra I 
keystone didn't take that in 10th or 11th grade, some of them took it in 9th grade and some who 
took it in eighth grade they banked the scores and they hold on and report them when they're 
11th graders. We administer our literature keystone in tenth grade along with the science 
keystone. Because we have both ninth graders and tenth graders taking biology will have ninth 
graders taking the keystone they'll be banking those scores till they get to 11th grade so when 
looking at the school-wide data number it may not match because it may not be showing you 
first time test takers, it might be showing you banked 11th grade scores so you just have to make 
sure you exam the data carefully. To be fair with every district the state reports out on the banked 
11th grade scores, so if we want to take a look at closing the achievement gap for all students.  In 
Boyertown we need to do a better job here in literature, we got zero points because we didn't 
close the gap and we didn't have enough of our students score proficient like the state expected 



us to. We didn't get any points whereas even though we're not a hundred percent proficient in 
math or algebra I the state has a formula identifying how many students were needed to score 
proficient. We met that and maybe even more so we got all 100 points within that piece, we did 
the same in biology as well in literature.  We did pretty well with our historically 
underperforming students in algebra I because we got 95.51%.  So we did really well with those 
group of students you know performing proficient again, we didn't do all that group of students 
in literature but we did really well with that group of students in biology. Something we need to 
continue to work on is identifying what we doing in literature, we've got our flex groups and 
we've got the different supports but that's not enough.  We may need to take a look at the 
curriculum and see if we need to integrate more writing into are all pieces that have questions. 
We need to continue to ask ourselves to help our students become more proficient.  If our cohort 
graduation rate is 93.9 there's that's an upward blue triangle that's an excellent attendance rate so 
we have an upward blue triangle.  We also have everybody participating in PSATs and have lots 
of students taking AP exams and AP courses with great scores, this also leads to an upward blue 
triangle. When looking at extra credit our district is getting a fair amount based on students 
scoring advanced in all categories. Dr. Woodard shared she provided a snapshot of the academic 
performance data for each building so it's a little bit different than in past years.   This will 
provide a sense of how each building did and the layout makes it pretty easy to explore focus 
areas in each building.  
 
The state's going to be rolling out the future ready PA index and that dashboard approach you're 
going to be seeing a lot of symbols reds, greens, and blues for each indicator.  The color-coded 
blue is exceeding or meeting the expectation and green is meeting the statewide interim 
expectation and red's you're not meeting either. Dr. Woodard explained she wanted everyone to 
get used to looking at the symbols and really breaking down each particular indicator into all the 
components that feed the data summary. 
 
The PSSA results in this summary are just snapshot of how students are performing on a couple 
of given days.   BASD is currently in the midst of PSSA’s right now, today and tomorrow's 
students are being tested in math. When looking at this data it was based on four sessions or four 
testing days this year and ELA was moved down to three testing days.  In the course of 2015-
2016 and 2017 grade 3’s percentage of proficient or advanced went from 74 to 69, back up to 74.  
If you look at this data following a cohort group of students so in 2015 that third grade group 
scored 27.4% proficient or advanced as fourth graders there were 73% proficient or advanced 
and as fifth graders there were 74%, so they are hanging stable.  Dr. Woodard explained if look 
at it diagonally the one thing I didn't include here that I wanted to verbally share is the state 
average, as a district we don't want to be average.  The numbers are all referencing the core 
aligned PSSA that's why I didn't go back and compare data further then 2015 because the state 
changed the testing to match PA Common Core.  The 3rd grade state average in 2017 was 65%, 
our score was better by 9%.  If you look at 4th grade the average was 61% and were 16% better 
than that score, in 5th grade the average was 60% and we were better than that score by 14%.  
The 6th grade average was 64% and we outperformed the state in both 6th and 7th grade where the 
average was 16% better.  In 8th grade the state average is 59% which we also outperformed.   
These numbers represent kids and we want all of our kids to be successful but I think we need to 
have that comparison point too, so I just wanted to make sure you know at the elementary level 
3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grade are part of the elementary scores.  The 5th graders are typically our low 
grade level in ELA and math, yet we far outperform the average at the state level as far as the 



math proficiency or advanced data.   Looking again at the 2015-2016 and 2017 data these 
numbers aren't as pretty yet they exceed by far the state averages so we saw some growth 
over time from 2015 to 2016 and in grade 3, again different groups of students and grade 4 we 
saw some increases from really 63% up to 69% over those couple of years. Grade 5 dipped a 
little bit and we dipped if you follow the cohort of students, 60% of them are proficient as 
third graders, 66% in fourth grade, 59% in fifth grade. 5th grade is a tough year, a time where a 
lot of math skills are worked on.  In 6th grade we hovered in that mid to upper-60s range, seventh 
grade we saw some improvement over 2015 but the same as 2016 at 64% proficient and in eighth 
grade we crossed the 50% mark which we need to improve.  Many of our eighth grade students 
who didn't necessarily score proficient on the PSSA but were proficient or advanced on their 
Algebra one Keystone's are having a hard time trying to make sure that they've gotten all the 
content and skills necessary for PSSA as well as Algebra I.  It’s not the same test and people will 
argue all over the place that the eighth grade math PSSA is way more challenging than Algebra I 
Keystone and I don't quite understand but unfortunately our results show that.  When you 
compare it to the state averages for this 2017 3rd grade was 55%, fourth grade was 47%, fifth 
grade was 44%, sixth grade was 40%, 7th grade was 38% and eighth grade 33%. So one-third of 
our state's eighth graders were successful on the 8th grade PSSA that means 2/3 were not which 
is a bad statistic to have.  Dr. Woodard expressed she is not satisfied with this result.  This is 
only 1% of our being proficient but it's shown improvement so we're going to continue to work 
pass that.  In science we have 89% proficiency for fourth graders and 73% proficiency in our 8th 
graders.  This test is only given in fourth and eighth grade.  Much of our focus has always been 
on ELA and math, science and social studies have been put on the back burner at the elementary 
level.  We’re trying to overcome that with the standards and the change to the core the core 
standards, it really address ELA and math and so they didn't really adjust science so we had to 
make sure that our teachers understand the expectations of those standards in math and ELA. 
We're trying to get more content, more informational text read in ELA to help our science, we're 
reading more in science class to help improve this because we've been pretty stagnant or have 
seen a bit of a decrease in this area. The state average in 7th grade is a 75% and in 8th grade is 
53% which is a 20% difference in eighth grade and a 14% difference between our students and 
the state average.   
 
Dr. Woodard explained the Keystone data, the red boxes are our 2016-2017 data, 86%, 84% in 
literature and 79% in biology.  The state average is 65% in algebra I, 73% in literature and 63% 
in biology.  If we broke that out and we took a look at the students who took the test for the first 
time in biology 79% of them were proficient in 2017 when you compare that to 2016 which was 
74%.  So our biology scores look like they dropped a little bit but we were actually more 
successful in the 2017 with our first time test takers.  Our first time test takers in literature 81% 
of them were proficient compared to 79% the year before so again a little bit of an increase 
despite the fact that when you pull the 11th grade cohort piece it looks a little less than 82% of 
our first time test takers in Algebra 1 are more proficient which is which is great.  34% of them 
scored advanced which is phenomenal, more of them are taking the assessment in junior high 
and not at the high school level but in junior high if you take a look at those students who took 
the Algebra 1 Keystone for the first time in 10th grade 14 % of them were proficient.  These are 
the students who may struggle a little bit in math so we've got to look and see what else we can 
do to help them become more proficient.  When you look at a span of time between 2014 and 
2017 in 2014 we had 22% of our students who were taking Algebra 1 in 10th grade below basic, 
in 2017 we had only 8% of our students scored below basic so we're doing some work with those 



lower performing students with math at the high school but we still have a ways to go to help 
them become proficient.   
 
Taking a brief look at PVAAS or the growth index shows how we as a school are impacting a 
group of students from year to year. On this color-coded chart you'll notice if it's dark blue it's 
DB, if it's red it's R if it's green its G, etc. When you look at that growth data across the district in 
this particular chart you'll notice that grade 4 we really had some tremendous growth in math and 
ELA and in science.  Even though you know it's tricky because even though the percentage 
proficient went down a little bit in fourth grade science we still had 21.5% again.  This is a very 
intricate formula that the state uses to calculate PVAAS but there's significant growth. The dark 
blue means there is significant evidence that the school or district exceeded the standard, which 
is great.  Dr. Woodard referenced a plug you heard from Mrs. Schmitz and Mrs. Gehman when 
they talked about Units of Study.  There’s some good growth here because we had some of our 
4th grade classrooms using some new resources, we also had a few classrooms piloting the 
Eureka math so again I like to say that there's probably a little correlation there in 5th grade 
which was in the red.   It has been a challenge for us to get to increase our proficiency, it's closer 
to a zero which would kind of get us green or yellow but we need to continue to improve so you 
know the goal is that with the newer implementations of some of the curricular and resource 
initiatives we will see some growth.  Grade 6 has been a high scoring grade for us over the past 
multiple years and it's evidenced here that we're seeing achievement and growth interestingly 
even though SPP has not been.  Next year it would change for us anyway because 6th grade 
would be part of the middle schools and the elementary will depend only on grades 3, 4 and 5 for 
the achievement and 4 and 5 for the growth which will skew some of the data. Teachers who 
teach at the middle level, I would expect that their SPPs would go up quite a bit because of 
inheriting 6th grade and there is a decent chance that the SPP of the elementary would go down 
for teacher evaluations because you're losing 6th grade which has been high achieving and high 
growth.  In seventh grade math you know despite some of the questionable numbers in 
proficiency on PSSA, the growth here is slightly green.  Looking at 7th grade ELA it is red and in 
eighth grade it's both red in math and ELA. If you take a look here at the high school, the growth 
is really large in algebra, it's pretty decent in biology and there's some modern evidence that we 
didn't have the growth.  We didn't have the achievement piece either if you recall. Looking at the 
chart of each building the content area for math is the first three columns, ELA is the second 
three columns and science is the last column.  Elementary for the first chart, middle levels for the 
middle chart and then August at the high school. At the bottom sixth grade should have a 
positive impact on middle levels for this current year. As we look at that next year the scoring 
and the evaluations are going to probably affect the elementary. 
 
Dr. Woodard shared concurrent and dual enrollment participation, from 2009-10 up through 
2016-17 we've had a tremendous increase in students who have chosen to take concurrent 
enrollment courses meaning they are taking advantage of the opportunities to earn college credit 
while in high school at a reduced cost.  The reason we can continue to keep adding the courses to 
our concurrent enrollment list is because our teachers are certified to be able to teach a 
concurrent enrollment course and we don't have to bring in outside folks so we can use our own 
BASH high school teachers. They have to have a master's degree in a particular content, for 
example if they have a master's degree in economics and then approved by MCCC they can be a 
concurrent enrollment economics teacher or we have world language,  journalism etc. Our 
district has quite an array and have been fortunate to be able to have folks who fit the bill and 
MCCC approves them.  If it's in line with their teaching schedule and our students can earn 



college credits at a reduced rate it’s a positive for our district.   Looking at the data 452 of the 
students could be some student who took more than one concurrent enrollment course. If we look 
at the Advanced Placement results from 2017 compared to 2016 data, some AP exams differ 
between each of the years, but overall 2017we had 573 students sit for AP exams, some of those 
students could have sat for a couple of different exams, 88 of them sat for the English language 
and Composition, 17 of them sat for European history.  Of the 573 tests that were taken 397 of 
them were resulted in scores of three, four, or five.  That is 69% of the students who scored 
three, four or five, which is an increase in both categories from 2016.  There were more students 
who sat for AP tests in 2017 than in 2016 because there were 545 tests taken in 2016.  That’s an 
additional 28 students or 28 tests that were taken. Not only did we increase the number of 
students sitting for tests, the number or the percent of students who scored 3, 4, or 5 also 
increased.  Years ago AP courses and AP tests were those cream-of-the-crop students and some 
people just took the class and didn't sit for the test. Now there's a little bit of an incentive for 
students to take the class and sit for the test, they don't take an end-of-course assessment because 
this serves as the end-of-course assessment.  We encourage sitting for the AP exam so students 
can get familiar with the rigors of a college-level course while they're still in high school.  If we 
go back to 2010 we had 189 tests that were taken between 2007 and 2010. Since then we've seen 
an increase of 189 to 573, looking more recently at the 2013 data we had 517 so that is an 
incremental increase year to year.  We have ranged anywhere from 67% up to 70% of our 
students scoring three or higher so that's nice because we keep continuing to add more and more 
students taking tests and we're not doing any worse they're still scoring really well. 
 
Dr. Woodard expressed the need for extracurricular activities, these make a well-rounded 
institution and organization and its academics but it's also makes Boyertown a great place to 
receive an education.  Looking at the junior high school and the total numbers of students who 
participated in sports, music and theater as well as clubs and activities a total of 1,700 students 
were involved in sports, 1411 involved in music and theater and 2918 involved in clubs and 
activities. In middle school the extracurricular activities are part of 10th period so it’s kind of 
incorporated in the school day that's why you see a lot more students at that middle level of the 
junior high level involved in clubs and activities.  If a were student involved in cross country, 
track and band then they would be counted three times in this chart and labeled at a unique 
student. Since we have those unique students in our schools who do multiple activities it 
sometimes skews a little bit of the results. Looking at the data over half of our populations at the 
middle level are involved in something but it significantly goes down at the high school level.  
This decrease in numbers is because of a mathematical situation, when you add up the number of 
students you know at BASH, which is 242 out of the 1509, that's only 15% of the population.  
We have to figure out a way to get kids more involved but when you look at across the seven to 
twelve spectrum we had 36% of our students involved in something.  Dr. Woodard expressed the 
need to work on this as students who feel part of the community are involved and tend to 
perform better academically but also they come to enjoy school more.   
 
Dr. Woodard shared next year I've said we are going to the future read EPA index, which will be 
a dashboard focusing on three big areas. One area is state assessments, measuring new 
proficiency levels on PSSA, Keystone's and PVAAS.  It’s going to look at growth and 
achievement. There are some new indicators in the English language proficiency, they will also 
be tracking chronic absenteeism and those who are truant. Our district will get dinged if we are 
not doing something to get them back in school. Another area measures if you are on grade level 
track.  In grade 3 ELA you will remember that was a part of the SPP now if you show that you 



know you're on grade level of grade you will have a better future for success.  Grade 3 English 
Language Arts and grade 7 mathematics are worth a little bit more here in the future read EPA 
index. 7th grade math has a correlation to success in the higher math’s if you're successful so if a 
student is in 7th grade math and on track that's kind of a special area of focus. The last section 
they look at is college and career readiness, it measures graduation rate and the career readiness 
benchmarks are new they reported out in 5, 8 and 11th grades.  Students need to show evidence 
of their participation and career readiness activities which we are working on with our teachers 
now.  At the end of this school year students are responsible for doing two artifacts at 5th grade, 
two at 8th grade and two at 11th grade.  Next year we roll out a full implementation as this is also 
required.  The requirements for the plan include: six pieces of evidence by the end of 5th grade, 
six pieces by the end of 8th grade, eight pieces by the end of 11th grade, which need to be 
tracked.  One positive thing is we've had the career portfolio in place and because of the digital 
driver's license that's online, the digital citizenship piece can count at the high school level. The 
financial literacy that we've incorporated this year for our 11th graders will count a resume, visits 
to the colleges, and visits to the local businesses. Those pieces count provided there are 
reflections by the student to make a connection to what he or she has learned so that's a big 
change in the future read EPA index. Also looking at that post-secondary transition to school and 
work making sure that we're providing our students workplace experiences, so internships, the 
job shadowing which is required must be done by the end of 11th grade.  That's good because 
future ready PA index also wants to see that happening so we're on the right track with hitting 
our mark in the college and career measures. Some of the different indicators that don't exist now 
and aren't reported right now will be expected and reported out for next year.  Lastly the future 
EPA index is a dashboard which will look a little different.  We will not get a public SPP score 
per building instead we will see a dashboard of greens, blues, and reds which will be visible on 
the PDE site. There is still not nothing out there for the public's view so when we can officially 
get our hands on something it will be shared. So waiting for the releases by the states EP won't 
go away because it's part of act 82 and the teachers need it for their evaluation system but it's not 
really supposed to be released publicly instead they want to release the future EPA index. The 
benefit of the future EPA index is it broadens the picture of the students and the schools 
performance a little bit less impactful by the test. 
 
Questions 
 
Mr. Foose thanked Dr. Woodard for answering some of his questions ahead of time. The slide 
that showed the student population over the past number of years and the growing number of 
those with an IEP, Mr. Foose asked if there's a similar trend of the number of students that we 
place out of the district that have an IEP and if the total percentage is also growing. Dr. Woodard 
shared her and Mrs. Torchia can work on that data looking at the trend of out of district 
placements and what it has looked like over the past few years.  On the slide about BASH 
graduates, Mr. Foose asked looking at these numbers and comparing them to previous years what 
would be helpful to include is how many students, reporting the percentage of the class so this 
adds up to 100%.  If we only know 10% of the class, is it really worth comparing that to last 
year’s data.  Mr. Foose shared if we had that data it would give it a little bit to normalize the data 
store.  Dr. Woodard stated she would try to get that data from the high school. Mr. Foose asked 
of the 15.7% employed and 9.6% seeking employment, how many attended the BCTC.  Dr. 
Woodard shared she does not know if the BCTC has their own numbers on their employment 
rate from their graduates but will check with Dr. Craft on those statistics. Looking at the SPP, 
Mr. Foose stated SAT is slightly different than college or career readiness so what goes into that 



to give us the hundred.  Dr. Woodard shared the PSAT is an included because we have everyone 
participate in it.  This category measures that percent of 12th grade students that have taken the 
PSAT or plan at any time over the course of their educational experience.  Dr. Woodard stated 
this is just whether they took the PSAT and because we require it that's why we have all the 
points.  Dr. Woodard shared PDE describes the SAT college and career readiness section as the 
percent of 12th grade students meeting both SAT college and career readiness benchmarks 
and/or scoring 22 or higher on the ACT at any time over again their educational experience.  Dr. 
Woodard shared she does not know the SAT benchmarks off hand, but it’s interesting how PDE 
is very specific for ACT and not SAT.  Mr. Foose asked if in Dr. Woodard’s professional 
opinion looking at Keystone and PSSA data in math we can see pretty stark differences.  Mr. 
Foose stated he prefers not to be teaching to the test he does not think these numbers are perfect 
measures but the PSSA in math is not just a Boyertown issue it’s a state issue.  Mr. Foose asked 
if our students in the state of Pennsylvania getting less of a math education because if we're 
looking at the score of 51 but it's the wrong measure than that score of 51 is really meaningless.  
Dr. Woodard answered it's a tough question because the expectations of the math standards have 
changed vastly over the past few years with the move from the academic standards to PA core 
academic standards. For instance what is now being taught in sixth grade with ratios and 
proportions were not sixth grade skills four years ago, they were seventh or eighth grade skills.  
Dr. Woodard stated things have been pushed down and so it's taken a while for our teachers to 
adjust because if we use the same textbooks that we used before, we're not meeting the 
expectations that now are on our students and so that's kind of an unfair expectation for our 
students to perform if our instruction isn't matching what's being assessed on the test. It has taken 
some time for things in education to change up what the instruction looks like in the classroom to 
match the expectations on the standards of the tests.  Dr. Woodard shared what we are doing in 
elementary is utilizing different resources to make it more consistent across the district. Next 
year we're going to have a role out of grades 1 to 5 of Eureka math which down the road will 
create kids who are foundationally stronger in math so when they get to sixth and seventh and 
eighth grade they're going to perform better.   Dr. Woodard shared It’s unfortunately going to 
take a couple years till we can see the fruition, but if we went right to incorporating Eureka math 
in seventh or eighth grade without backfilling the elementary piece, our kids would struggle 
because it's different. The longer slow roll out will pay us dividends in the end but it's going to 
take some time.  Dr. Woodard shared our seventh grade teachers said to her two years ago these 
kids are stronger in math then I've seen in a long time. You still have your advanced kids who've 
been parentally stronger but you're seeing a bigger group of kids who are stronger because we're 
starting to change things earlier but it's going to take some time to always see the results pay off 
at seventh grade and at eighth grade. Dr. Woodard stated she wishes she could better understand 
why our students are so much more successful in the Algebra I Keystone when they're having a 
hard time on that eighth grade PSSA and because of that you know we're looking at different 
measures in eighth grade and seventh grade, different resources, we're bringing in more 
individualized personalized math programs that identify individual learning paths for each 
student to fill gaps that he or she may have. This is being done individually so that supplements 
or complements what the teachers doing for the whole class so patching holes while also getting 
on grade level standards and instruction.  Dr. Woodard stated she wished she had a better answer 
for Mr. Foose but she is working on it. Mrs. Dennin added in the ten years that I've been 
substituting k through 6 the rigor is so much more, what I was doing in third grade or sixth grade 
it's like three two or three years ahead the skill set that they're expected to know and I think the 
PA standard Common Core was rolled out 2014-2015, so three years ago we just kind of said 
here it is and we threw it out and those kids really struggled. As those grades go up they get a 



little bit better but even going into sixth grade, what the state standard is for sixth grade is what it 
used to be in ninth grade so we're expecting so much more and it’s not really that surprising to 
me that a student can get a 95 on the Algebra I Keystone exam.  If you have a good math teacher 
and we have a good curriculum and take Algebra I test and meet all the benchmarks throughout 
the year.  The Keystone is being taken by everybody across the state so it's not surprising that if 
we have a rigorous program in Algebra I it's going to probably be somewhat of an easy test. Mrs. 
Dennin state if you look at the PSSA there's a whole bunch of other skills that are trying to assess 
besides Algebra I.  The test may ask you to do some basic algebra, the students might be asked 
you to do a word explanation of a problem, its way different, so it doesn’t surprise me that that 
were that we're struggling.  Mrs. Dennin added it’s encouraging to see us that much above the 
state average but I think it eventually will catch up but there's no doubt how much more rigorous 
it is with the Common Core and the critical thinking especially with math. Mr. Foose asked if we 
look at all elementary schools within the district and ty to emulate what seems to be working for 
one and school and not the other.   Dr. Woodard responded absolutely, the early dismissal days 
are a time for us teachers to get together by grade level, district-wide and talk about math 
instruction, look at common assessments that we have across the district and how students scored 
in one class verse another class versus.  Teachers are doing item analysis and looking at why 
your kids are scoring so much better on that item than mine, how you taught that lesson.  There 
is discussion about instruction, so we use those embedded early dismissals to bring our teachers 
together to have those kind of discussions about their instruction because we are fortunate to 
have common assessments spread across the district so that they can have those conversations.  
Dr. Woodard shared we use that professional learning time, looking in data teams and what the 
positive highlights are in certain areas and then were having conversations on what we want to 
do to try to emulate what’s working well.  We also want to help those areas that seek needs, 
making sure that we're diving in and supporting them.  Colebrookdale’s big growth and 
improvement was a combination of an instructional coach, lead teacher and my office coming 
together and really helping them so there is a sense of collegiality among the different buildings. 
We want to see all of our buildings succeed, there's a little bit of healthy competition but if we 
notice something's working at one building we are going to find it kind of multiplied by seven.  
Mr. Foose commented he would like to see some benchmarking of goal-setting like what we 
want to achieve and what’s our plan to get there.  Mr. Foose also stated he would love to see us 
come up with some ways to get more kids involved an extracurricular activity, 15% is far below 
what I would lie to see for the high school level. Dr. Woodard apologized for hustling through 
that piece of data, looking at some research back to 2013-14 there has been a noticeable decrease 
in student participation in extracurricular activities especially sports, music and theatre.  
 
Mr. Breece added he would also like to see those numbers as well and on print. Mr. Breece 
stated looking at the PVAAS growth color graph it would be helpful see all these numbers on 
three-year trend. Mr. Breece added when talking about the standardized testing, all states have 
their own core, everybody does their own thing but one thing that is constant in all the states is 
the SAT and ACT’s. Mr. Breece stated the keystone exam is unique to us and is not college 
ready math.  Mr. Breece asked where the college ready index or rankings.  Dr. Woodard replied 
we have not had that part of our Data Summary in the past, just SAT’s.  Mr. Breece feels it 
would be helpful to see and shared on US News we were 25.8 in 2016 and in 2014 we were 24.1 
which is a slight increase.  Mr. Breece shared the nation report cards came out and they were 
actually measuring Civics.  Mr. Breece asked if we are measuring proficiency in civics.  Dr. 
Woodard responded it is not a state test and all of our students do take a Civics course but we 
don't measure it by it by an assessment given by the state. Mr. Breece shared the NAEP did and 



showed a proficiency number of 24% of our nation's high school seniors.  Mr. Breece added 
that’s a brilliant thing and would like to see how our district ranks.  Dr. Woodard shared students 
take the civics end of course assessment which we can compare proficiency levels in previous 
years but it would be hard to get an accurate ranking for our district.  Mr. Breece shared he is 
curious at how the NAEP measures civics. Mrs. Dennin added that some schools have that in 
there curriculum.   Mr. Krem added when he was younger he participated in writing a lot of the 
questions for PSSA’s and the Keystone's and I will tell you as a social science major, 
Pennsylvania couldn't get its act together enough to decide what to ask on the test because social 
scientists think everything is important and that's the truth.  This is why science testes moved 
forward in the social sciences never moved forward because the people offering the test 
questions couldn't agree on what questions were important.  Mr. Breece thanked Mr. Krem for 
his explanation.  Mr. Breece stated looking at the side of AP courses it appears we added 
environmental science, what is the Bureau of Labor Statistics saying about the job and career 
opportunities in environmental science.  Dr. Woodard shared she thought it was pretty high.  Mr. 
Krem added he has not actually seen it but believes it to be low.  Mr. Breece stated it's 15% over 
ten years, this data came from the environmentalscience.org website.  Dr. Woodard added this 
isn’t the first year we have offered environmental science, we didn’t have a teacher to teach the 
AP last year but in years prior we have offered it.  Mr. Breece added it would provide job 
opportunities for wildlife managers, zoologist, horticulturist and oceanographers.  Dr. Woodard 
stated we also have folks who are interested in biology who take environmental science as an 
elective.  Mr. Breece asked what the difference is between Calculus AB and Calculus BC.  Dr. 
Woodard replied that Calculus AB is like a first year Calculus I class at college Calculus BC is 
that second year class.  Dr. Woodard shared we have students now who have taken Calculus AB 
as 11th graders and they take Calculus BC as seniors, if they continue on to college depending 
upon their major they could elect to go right into maybe a Calculus 3. Mr. Breece asked if there a 
course duration difference between Calculus AB and Calculus BC.   Dr. Woodard replied no 
both are a full year and they are taken not simultaneously, you have to have AB as a prerequisite 
for BC they build off each other.  Mr. Breece asked which one's more sought-after by select 
universities.  Dr. Woodard responded that Calulus BC is a more in-depth piece of calculating we 
may only average about 15 students, but I would need to check the enrollment.  We only have a 
select group of people who get to the Calculus BC as a senior and in some cases again those are 
your future engineering or math majors so they may take the Calulus BC and still elect to take 
Calculus 2 in college because they want that strong math and their majors require them to take it 
at the college level.  Mr. Breece added the difference depends upon what college they go to, he 
asked what attribute the decrease in BC numbers in 2017 to 2016.  Dr. Woodard responded in 
some cases students choose to take AP statistics instead of Calculus BC, in other cases they 
could end up taking another college level course or they have all there math credits and don’t 
need Calculus BC.  Mr. Breece added he would like to see some numbers on prior years.  Dr. 
Woodard shared in your Data Summary it goes all the way back to 2007.  Mr. Breece asked how 
we measured up on the college readiness index.  Dr. Woodard replied she would look at US 
News and World Report, it's not simply something that we typically look at.  Mr. Krem added 
some of those US News and World Report's studies and Time magazine and so forth your school 
district actually has to enter into it and fill out a whole application to be part of.  Mr. Krem stated 
on the course selections and the performance high school is getting more and more like college 
so you know if you're going to go into pre-med or pre-law you take all those required courses 
and you take as many intro to basket-weaving courses as you can as Q builders so you can get 
into your med school, it’s the game and high school students are starting to do that as well.  
Looking at the increase of special education Mr. Breece added that some people actually 



attribute that to immunizations, when you look at the fact that we have 35 immunizations in our 
kids before the age of two when we were only getting three immunizations it’s something to be 
concerned about.  Mr. Breece asked who is responsible for handling notification to the parents on 
the state statue.  Mr. Krem added he does not make those decisions but we follow the rules and 
regulations that the commonwealth puts out.  Mr. Breece asked where we post the PA code for 
parents to find.  Mr. Krem replied it should be on our district website. Mr. Breece added he 
would like to make sure it’s on the website informing parents on how to get exemptions for 
immunizations.  Mrs. Dennin added it's important to note the AP exams depend on the colleges 
that you're applying to and if it's if some colleges want you to take the AP and they don't make a 
decision on whether or not they're going to take you or not based on whether you've got a three, 
four or five.  The colleges are looking at the rigor of the curriculum that you've taken while 
you're in high school and some very select colleges even if you take calculus AB and BC may 
place you into a higher one or make you retake their own course.  Mrs. Dennin added we don’t 
want that to be a discouragement for kids not taking it.   
 
Mrs. Usavge thanked Dr. Woodard for her presentation as she looks forward to this data all year. 
Mrs. Usavage felt she heard four key messages coming out of this presentation, we are going to 
increase the number of kids who go and want to go to trade school, decrease the number seeking 
employment at graduation and help the Junior Highs figure out how we can get good 
achievement and good growth at the same time, help the high school do something to improve on 
the ELA and Literature pieces and also help kids feel more connected with their high school 
community by increasing the participation in extracurricular activities. Dr. Woodard agreed 
those are the big needs and of course we can’t forget our celebrations, the increase in 
AP/concurrent enrollment, the increasing achievement and growth that we're seeing 
incrementally.  Mrs. Usavage added to expand on Mr. Foose’s point I think those key focus areas 
need to be turned into goals and then how do we measure whether we're being successful in 
achieving those goals.  Dr. Woodard shared in August each school creates a data team which 
meets for two days in August and they pour over the newest of standardized test results and take 
a look at other types of data because again it's not all about the test.  They create building level 
goals in ELA, math and cultural climate.  They also create action plans for each of those goals to 
me and then throughout the year we have collaborative meetings with the principals.  We then 
meet with the principals individually to talk about the progress toward those goals that the data 
teams had created.  Mrs. Usavage asked from what I understand the SPP will no longer be made 
public but we'll have these dashboards to look at for each school so that means that we can't as 
easily benchmark ourselves against other schools.  Dr. Woodard replied that's correct, it's going 
to be a little bit more challenging to do some comparisons. From what I can imagine through 
some of the trainings at the IU, it appears as though you'll be able to look at Colebrookdale 
elementary school and you'll have one dashboard for each indicator with an explanation. It’s 
going to be very challenging to record all of that data, then go to another school and do the same 
thing. They advise the local education institutions to really target on those key indicators you 
want to focus on and show that we're meeting our goals. Mrs. Usavage I think those benchmarks 
are really useful especially because there are all these other organizations that do these rankings 
of schools and they all do it very differently it proves to be a distraction when somebody says 
this school ranked low or high when the test are very different.  Its nice to have something that 
we think is pretty credible and research driven is really important.  Dr. Woodard shared she is 
wondering how the non-public school’s SPP will be.  Mrs. Usavge added PVAAS is one her 
favorite because in addition to showing the growth of a school, teachers can see the growth of 
students and allows for individualized needs to be identified.  Dr. Woodard shared we work very 



closely with our teachers and Dr. Obarow has been doing a great job working with the principals 
to help the teachers identify that.  PVAAS data can show you the correlation data and which 
students have a 1 percent chance of passing on the state test that year.  Dr. Woodard added she 
showed the district and building overall data, but it can be broken down to the individual 
students and really what we need to do to be able to meet their needs so it's a very integral tool 
now in the world of data.  Mrs. Usavage commented that AP courses have a lot of benefits for 
our kids, not only do they give them a course that's at college-level rigor but they also help with 
college acceptance of course and for those that offer college credit they can give them a little 
boost and decrease the time they need in college or let them take more electives or if they 
decreased the time they can save the cost of college.  Mrs. Usavage added she would like to 
celebrate our school districts success in offering the courses and helping the kids succeed.  Today 
we have almost three times more test being given then 11 years ago, that is a great complement 
to our kids, teachers, administration and all the decision makers that really are pushing for that 
because we're really helping our kids succeed. In regards to immunizations, Mrs. Usavage added 
there is a law about it, we follow the policy and there's nothing more that we need to do.  Our 
schools are not in the business of helping people decide whether to get exceptions or get 
immunizations.  We provide the necessary communication to parents based on the policy of the 
state.  Mr. Breece asked if he could see one of the kindergarten packets to make sure we are 
providing the necessary communication.   
 
Mrs. Dierolf stated things look good in four grade, then in 5th grade we see a lot of red but in 6th 
grade we bounce right back.  Mrs. Dierolf asked can these same students do poor in 5th grade but 
the fantastic in 6th grade.  Dr. Woodard shared the fifth grade skills that are expected are very 
challenging the test is hard.  In sixth grade it’s a little bit of a review and then you add more on 
ratios, rational numbers and proportions. Dr. Woodard stated it’s a hard question to answer but 
those odd years like 3rd and 5th grade seem to be more challenging for students.  The initial state 
testing years use to be 5th, 8th and 11th grades. Shortly after they added 3rd, then 11th grade went 
from being the PSSA to the Keystone test but it has notoriously been a challenging year for ELA 
and math.  Dr. Woodard shared if she would give you the list of skills and standards that are 
incorporated in 5th grade versus those in 6th grade there is a lot more content expected in 5th 
grade.  Mr. Krem added in grades 3, 5, 8 and 11 it’s like hitting a wall with children 
academically, it's intentional because things change where 2nd grade was warm and fuzzy and 
your outstanding or satisfactory, then all of a sudden you start getting A's, B's and C's.  Also 
socially and emotionally there are walls built in at 3, 5, 8 and 11so the kids are going up a 
stairway and then they kind of level off.  Mr. Krem stated he thinks the teachers do an excellent 
job of leveling things off and then putting them back on track, it's tough in those grade levels to 
get students to want to achieve again.   
 
Mr. Elsier thanked Dr. Woodard for all the data and stated one of the challenges with data is 
knowing the key components and the indictors. Mr. Eliser asked Dr. Woodard if she were to pick 
out of all those slides what would be her key number, for example like in sales the key number 
would be the numbers of sales you had.   Mr. Elsier would propose a key number as the 
graduation rate and what percentage of students are we graduating.  All the data like SAT, ACT, 
PSSA, Keystone are indictors of where there at but a student who does not do well on PSSA’s 
does that mean they won’t succeed in the changing world.  Mr. Elsier does not think so and there 
is evidence out there of students who test very well and have many degrees but don’t succeed.  
Mr. Elsier stated when presenting this data, what would be the key headline or the take away 
based on all this data that we want to do differently.  Dr. Woodard responded that this question is 



a challenging one and is unsure we can get it down to one key number but growth is very 
important because either you meet achievement or you done meet the achievement line. When 
looking at growth which can show your students are meeting at least one year of growth or more 
that meeting expectation or closing the gap.  Dr. Woodard stated if you have growth you’ll 
ultimately have achievement down the road.  It’s important to look at graduation rates, but Dr. 
Woodard stated a key slide would be the 2017 BASH graduates, if the students don’t have a plan 
for after they graduate and what have we properly done to prepare them.  Mr. Elsier challenged 
the curriculum leads to provide a one page document that highlights all these key numbers. Mr. 
Elsier thanked Dr. Woodard for the analysis and mentioned the number of students in extra-
curricular activities in BASH seemed low so maybe there was a miscommunication between the 
high school and the curriculum department.  Dr. Woodard replied she would follow up with Dr. 
Cooper and Mr. Maoury.  Mr. Eliser asked if the building specific growth data is utilized in the 
accountability piece of the administrators of the building.  Dr. Woodard replied PVAAS is not 
part of the principal’s evaluation, we use the state form for our evaluations, the principal 
effectiveness tool.  Mr. Eliser stated if you divide all the schools into five quadrants, I have to 
believe that Boyertown Area School District is in the top quadrant when compared to other 
schools.  Mr. Krem added the decrease in extra-curricular activities in high school is a growing 
trend as students from middle school to high school mature start to drive and getting jobs.  Some 
students who at one time thought they may get a scholarship for baseball, swimming, etc. realize 
they are not and start spending more time focusing on their academics.  Mr. Krem also added 
when looking at the increase in special education and our districts population it’s only about a 
3% hop.  Also most special education parents tend to not more there child once they are placed 
in a special education classroom with an IEP.  Mr. Krem stated he tends to look at test data 
diagonally so you have a better picture of what’s going on and you’ll find if you contact the 
commonwealth and ask them the they will tell you a 5 percent plus or minus nothing happens.  
Mr. Foose commented it would be good to have data on the number of students who work or 
have other situations not allowing them to take part in extracurricular activities.  Mrs. Dennin 
added just because they are not participating in something in school does not mean they are not 
participating.  There are a lot of students who take part in youth and government program, 
scouts, 4H, competitive ice skating or gymnastics that may not be included in these numbers.    
 
Mr. Eliser asked with the AP concurrent test, is there consideration for low income families who 
may not be able to afford to pay for the test.  Dr. Woodard replied yes, and with the new federal 
programs title 4 funding we can assist even more with these situations.  The free and reduced 
population can have a reduced rate when paying for the AP test.   
 
Mrs. Usavage stated she liked Mrs. Dierolf’s question about uneven growth and what we really 
care about is if the students gained 13 years of academic growth. Dr. Woodard shared it’s hard to 
measure that because PVAAS only starts in 4th grade.  Mr. Krem added something Dr. Woodard 
is constantly looking at is which students scored a 1, 2 and 3 on the AP exams because there is a 
lot going into those programs.  Mr. Breeze added one or two items that we should be driving for 
is academic performance, proven growth, having our kids be proficient in reading and writing.  
Mr. Breece mentioned in upcoming meetings he would like to have more of a curriculum 
workshop were the board can review and select courses, take a deeper dive into the sequence of 
study and what thresholds there are for student knowledge and understanding.  Mr. Breese added 
he wants to look at the big ideas that are being taught in the core curriculum of our offerings and 
what we are trying to get the kids to understand, along with how we are advancing literacy skills 
and our STEM offerings.  The workshop can be an opportunity to take a comprehensive look at 



each of our academies and see what career potential is for each of the academies.  Mr. Breece 
added he would like to a measure subjects like civics, look at how we are teaching this and 
compare it to the national report.  According to the Harvard Institute of Politics poll that came 
out a few months 33 percent of young people support full-scale socialism just 42 percent support 
capitalism, which leads me to believe we have a problem with civics in this country we have to 
figure out. Mr. Breece commented too many our young people do not understand that capitalism 
is freedom and socialism is tyranny and they see it backwards in some courses we see in the 
schools and in some courses that are being taught around the country. Mr. Breece added he wants 
to make sure it’s not happening here in our district.  Looking at history and making comparisons 
with constitutionalism and collectivism, Mr. Breece would like to see how we're teaching those 
differences.  Mr. Breece also noted he would like to see how we inform the parents on their 
ability to get exemptions to the immunizations. 
 
Mrs. Usavage commented she would like to boards input on the path forward and if they should 
reschedule the policy committee meeting since this meeting is running so late.  Mrs. Dennin 
added in the interest of time could you please submit any questions on the ESSA topic to Dr. 
Woodard so she may embed the answers in the next presentation.  Mr. Breece added he has a lot 
of questions in regards to the implementation and how we will be accessing our schools.  Dr. 
Woodard shared the ESSA presentation came from PDE.  Mr. Eliser commented we need to put 
a hard stop to this meeting and move to our policy meeting.  We also need to do a hard stop on 
the policy meeting so it does not get too late.  Mrs. Dennin apologized for not putting a hard stop 
on this meeting and let’s run through the policy meeting.  
 
 
Public Comment 
 
None 
 
 
Mrs. Dennin adjourned the meeting at 9:07 pm. 


